From the world's longesl walerwogs lo our slreams, brooks and underground
sPrings, rivers flow all around our incredible Plonel. Learn all aboul them wilh

our foscinoling focls oboul rivers!

RiVGI’"S Onlﬂ hOld a sma” amounk Of H’le EO,I’"HI’S water, bUI? H‘LGH have O,lWO,HS been vltal 170
hu,mo,n llj.‘e, carrﬂing Jtreshwo,ker 170 PCOPle ancl animals O,H over H’le worlcl. And Hleﬂ’re
SUPCF-POWCFJ_‘U[ J_‘OFCCS OJ_‘ noiu,re, ITOO - co,rving ouk deep VO”CHS Oﬂd gorges, o,nd

shaping the land as H‘teﬂ Jtlow lo the ocean! Lekt's dive in o f'mcl out more...

|5 J:acls aboul rivers

|) The Nile River is widelﬁ accepked as the world's longesl river. Found in

north A Jtrica, it flows leough Il di f Jterenl counlries and slrefches a
whopping 66q5|(m - Hw,Fs as long as 65000 fooH)ou Pilches!

2) Most scienlists agree that the Amazon River comes in a close second, w'md'mg a

huge 6,840|<m leough the mountains and rain forests of South Americal

3) Thats a very long diskance, wouldn | you agree? We”, believe it or noL in 2007 a
man named Markin Slrel swam the enlire lengH’» of the Amazon river! To complete his

o,maz’mg Jungle Journeﬂ, Marlin swam len hours a doﬂ for 66 dagsl

4) But what aboul the world's deepesk river? That's the Congo River in Cenlral A frica.

Whilst its brue depH‘» remains a mgskerﬁ, scienlists believe the walers run ol least 230m
deep in Parts - cleeP enough lo submerge London's famous clocHower, known as Big

Ben, 25 limes on |?OP OJ? CO,Ch OHICF!

5) As rivers flow their course across the lo,nd, H’»eg form loks of fo,scinahng geographic
feo,kures, such as amazing mountain vauegs, canyons, lakes o,ncl, Of course,

WOHC[CFJ.'U[ WO[’CFJ.‘O”S!



6) Some record-breaking wo,terfaus formed bg our Planer rivers include...
Angel Faus, Venezuela — the world's highest waker fau ata staggermg 979m lalll
Khone Fous, Laos - Hle widest woier fo,u, meo,su,r'mg an mcredib[e |O783m|

Inga Faus, Democralic Republic of the Congo — the world's largesk waler J:OH, i f
we re talk’mg aboul the amount o f waler. Everﬂ second, 25768 cubic melres Plunges
down the fo,u — thal's more than len Olﬂmpic swimming Pools!

7) Rivers can be 0” kinds OJ_‘ CO[OUF‘S - nok J.U,S£ blue, cleo,r or mUC[dH brown as }JOU

might CXPCCH In ‘blackwaler F-WCFS., J.‘Ol.lnd in swo,mps Oﬂd weHands, H’LC WOITCFS lOOl(

like sh‘ong black tea. And in Colombla, the aquahc Planks of Caﬁo Cristales — known
as H‘»e ‘River OJ,‘ Five Colours‘ - mo,|<e Hw waters flow wiH1 bright blue, red, b[ack,

HCHOW and green!

8) Not all rivers flow overland — ‘sublerranean rivers run secreHH beneath the
sur Jto,cel This is somelimes because o f human englneermg. Ever heard o f London's lost

rivers? |hese are skreams o f the River Thames and River Lea thal were buill over as

the cik}j grew.

q) Subkerro,neo,n rivers can o,lso exist noiuro,ug. In H‘»e Philippines for exo,mple,
the Puerlo Princesa Underground River flows beneath a mountain for f’we miles,

before fino,ug emphj'mg into H‘»e Soth Chino Seo. Cool, eh?

10) It's not \just rivers themselves which are fo,scinahng — if's the wonderfu,l wilcuife

Hwt l'wes in H‘Lem, too! Rivers Provide a home for o,u |<'mds 0f creatures,

anludmg insecls, omphibians, birds, rephles, mammals and over |0,000 sPecies of

Jtish!

I1) Some o f the most Jto,scinahng river crealures include Amazon river dolphins (which

have Pink s|<'ml), eleclric eels (which stun pPrey and Predakors with Powerful elecric



ShOCI(S!), J:FeShWOIFGF slingraﬂs (WhiCh can grow ITO an enormous 5 meh‘es!)

o,ncl freshwaler lurHes, Wl’liCh hOVC been arouncl fOI’" 200 miuion HGOFS!

12) Rivers and lakes are a vilal source o ¥ J:reshwaler for li fe on Earth. Bul did you
|<now H‘»eﬂ hold Iess Hlan /% of Hle world's waler.P Most (over C|C]°/o, in fact) is in

the sauﬂ ocean or frozen in our Polar ice caps. Thatl's whﬂ it's super lmportant that

we Prokect our rivers ancl lOOI( aﬂer Hw Jtreshwaker our Planek PI"OVideS.

13) So,cuﬂ, our rivers and wakerwaﬂs are bemg Po“uted
bg chemicols, sewage and household wosle, which can cause serious harm o animals

— and humans, loo. In JTO,CL an estimated 300-400 million tonnes o f wasle is

H‘LOU9|‘L|7 EO PO”UI?G our rivers o,ncl S€as GVGFH HGOF!

14) The qood news is that peaple around the world are working hard ko keep our rivers
and resh waker supplies clean and sae. And you can help, kool Be sure ko reuse
and recycle whenever you can, and bin rubbish responsiblyl And you can help save
waker, boo — be sure ko burn o ¢ bhe bap when brushing your keebh, and why nof opt

fOI“ a shorl shower over a long bO,H’lP

|5) Dtd HOU« I(I’IOW Hlere's a daﬂ dedlcaked tO our Planeys WOﬂde‘J.‘U«[ wakerwaﬂs? EVGrH

Sepkember, millions of People from more than 10 counlries celebralte World Rivers
Dag. This global evenl raises awareness o f the imPorfance of rivers and how we can

l’)CSIT Prokect H’»em J.‘OF HCOFS kO come!



