Lila and the Secrel of Rain

For weeks and weeks the sun beat down on the Kengo,n vi”age where Lila lived.

]} was VZFH l’lOk, SO l’lOk H’lak Lila, her mama ancl broHler, ancl O,H Hw over vi[lagers

sto,ged in their houses to |<eeP away prom the burn’mg sun.

:[k was ITOO hOlf kO gaH‘»er [;ire WOOC[, lfOO hOk lfO weed Hw vi”o,ge go,rden, o,nd even IfOO hOlf

to milk the cow.

One nighk Lila overheard her mama ta“(mg about the well that had dried up and the

crops that were Falling. “Without water there can be no llFe," Lila heard her mama Say.
Lila wo,nked SO much por Hw sun ko stop sh'm'mg o,nd por H‘Le rain ko come.
Bul the sun did not skop shin’mg and the rain did nol come.

One evening LilO,S gro,nd[;o,kher kOlCl her a SkOFH o,bou,t a man H’LOIT he’d mek once When

he was a bog — a man who had told him the secrel of rain.

You must climb the hlghesk mounkain," said the man lo Lila's gro,nd[;ather, “and lell
the s|<5 the saddest Hwing you know.”

Lila listened very careFuHH bo whal her gro,ncl[;ather said. The Fo“ow’mg morning when

the sun was shill asleep, Lila le[;k the vi[lage and sel Off bo Fincl the hlghest mounlain
she could.

Lilo walked and walked and walked, and al last she Found hersel[; ol the Fook of o very
to,u mounkain. Lilo, bego,n ko climb, higher o,nd higher o,nd higher. When Lilo, reached
the kop of the mounltain she began bo tell the skH the saddest H‘»ings she knew.

FirsL she told of the time her brother cul his leg while chas’mg a chicken in the vl”age.
Then she told Of Hw hme she burned her Fingers while helping her mama ko coo|<.

On and on Lila wenL te“’mg the skH the saddest Hl’mgs she knew. Al the end of each
one she looked o the s|<5 for a sign of rain, bul the s|<5 remained blue and the sun shill

shone very brlthH.



Lila began lo cry.
"What can I do?” she said lo the sky.

"It is Yoo hot ko colleck Firewood, koo hol to weed the vi“age garclen, and too hot to milk

H‘te COow.

The weu is drH o,nd H‘Le croPs are [;o,il'mg. WiH’»ouk croPs H‘Lere wi“ be no Food, winu,t

[:ood Hw People in H‘Le vi”o,ge wi” become sic|<, o,nd withouk water H’»ere can be no liFe."
EverHHming on the mountain top was silenk. NoHl’mg could be heard except the sound of
Lila weeping.

Then a breeze began bo blow and the dust around Lila's Feek started to dance. Clouds
began bo [;’LH the s|<5 like Flocks of while birds, slole block’mg oul the sun’s scorching

I"O,HS.

The clouds grew darker o,nd do,rker, Fi”ing WLH’» Lilo,'s sadness... unhl Hw, s|<3 was

ebong with emation.

Suddenlg a FlO,Sl’l OF llghknmg kOFC across Hw Sl(ﬂ ancl a lOU,d roar OF Hw,ncler QChOQd

aro u,ncl H’le mounta’ms.

Lilo, F@” H'»e genHe kOUCh OF a ro,'mdrop on her FOOIT... H’»en anoH‘»er cmd anoH‘»er and

ancther unlil the ground was awash with lears of rain.

Lila JOHFU,HH llFted up her hands lo the crH’mg skH, por each ra'mclrop Fe” like one of

her mama's kisses.
As [;o,sk as she cou,ld, Lila ran down the mounlain.

BU the time she reaches home, all the vi”agers were celebrahng the rain with music

and do,nc'mg.

Lila's mama was very relieved lo see her home again safe and sound. She hugged her
close while Lila's grancho,Hler gave her a knowing smile... por oan Lila and her

grancho,Hler knew thal she had saved the vi[lage with the secrel of rain.



