DRIFTING
CONTINENTS

Remember the Earth’s crazy-paving crust? Well, get this: the crusty plates might look
rock solid, but they're constantly moving under your feet. They drift about on the
layer of hot, gooey magma underneath. What's that? Don't worry. You won't get carried

away. The plates usually move so slowly that you don't normally notice a thing.

A moving story

The person who worked out that plates move
was German geographer Alfred Wegener
(1880-1930). When eagle-eyed Alf looked at a
map, he noticed that the east coast of South
America fitted snugly into the west coast of

250 million years dgo

All the cortinents are joined together in ohe colosgal
chunk of land, called Pangaea (that’s ancient M for
'oill landg”). Around it i dn enhonmous ocedn, called
Panthalagsa (that’s Greek for ‘all seds”.

200 million years ago

Pangaea starts gplitting in +wo. The botfom bit’s called

Gondwandiand. The fop bit’s called Laurasio.

135 million years ago

Gigantic Gondwandland  splifs into Africa and South
America, with the Aflantic Ocean i between. India breaks

of$ and heads north o Asia.

40 million years ago

Augtrdlia ond Anfarctica otart dritting apart. North
America chifts west away $rom Europe, leaving Greenland

as an isolated island.

Africa, like two pieces of a giant jigsaw. Alf
reckoned they must have been joined together at
one time and later drifted apart! Wicked. After
that. the pieces just fell into place.

Here's Parky to show you how on earth we
ended,up with today’s continents:
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Push and shove

Unfortunately for poor old Alf, no one believed
a word of his crackpot theory. In fact, many
geographers split their sides laughing. It wasn't
until the 1960s that oceanographers® made a
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dazzling, deep-sea discovery that proved Alf
was right all along. Here's how they might have
reported their earth-shattering finds:
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