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Seismic spotter’s guide

Shocking carthquakes happen because the
Earth’s crusty plates simply can’t keep still.
They push and shove each other, putting
the rocks under terrible strain. Soon the
stressed-out rocks reach breaking point, and
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they jerk a;;art with a gigantic jolt, triggering
an earthquake. The shakiest places on Earth
lie along deep cracks where two pushy plates
meet. These wobbly weak spots are called

faults. But just whose fault is it7 We sent Uncle

CIiff to find out...
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tnh s crust: The rocky surface of the Earth §

which is cracked into plates .
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B) REVERSE FAULT
What to look out for: Two plafes
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The quake that struck Lisbon, Portugal, in 1755

was so powerful that it sent water in lakes in

Britain sloshing to and fro in
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(D) 196 ALASKA. UsA (8.3-8.6)
(D 1906 san FRANCTSCO, USA (8.3)
% :89 LOMA PRIETA, CALIFORNTA. ysh (7 f
85 HEXICO CITY (8.1) )
| 3 v CHIMBOTE, PERY (7.7)
(&) 1960 VALDIVIA CHILE 8.7)
(7) 1988 SPITAK, ARMENTA (6.9)
1776 TANGSHAN, CHINA (8.3
(9) 1995 KOBE. TAPAK (7.7)
. 1923 KANTO, TAPAN (8.3)
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