
Answers
1. Explain how bearded dragons came to be known by this name.  

Bearded dragons came by their name because they have spikey folds of skin around 

themselves. 

2.  Why do you think their captive environment needs to replicate their natural environment?  
Answers will vary. Possible points: they need to be healthy/ they are animals and 
need to be comfortable where they live/ their bodies are reliant on having particular 
conditions (ectothermic). 

3. Explain why the vivarium needs to be secure and large.  
The vivarium needs to be secure so that the lizard is safe and cannot escape. It needs 
to be large because bearded dragons grow to 45cm long and need to move around and 
stretch out. 

4. 
this mean?  

that the temperature stays the same and doesn’t go up or down. 

5. 
vivarium. Explain what you think of this idea, and what other suggestions would you make?  
I would tell the new owner that I don’t think this is a good idea because bearded 
dragons instinctively like to dig, and they can’t dig in newspaper. I would suggest they 

natural environment. 

6. Why do you think the live food that will be fed to the dragon needs to be fed and looked after?  
I think that the live food needs to be fed and looked after because the dragon eats living 
food so it needs to be healthy in order to keep the dragon healthy too.
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the dragon? 

 

 8. Your friend is going to get a much larger vivarium and put three bearded dragons in there. 
What would you tell them?  
I would tell my friend that they should only keep one bearded dragon at a time, because 

 

 9. A bearded dragon has a swollen leg and one of its muscles is twitching. What could be 
wrong with it, what could have caused it and what might help, until you can get it to a 
reptile expert?  
If the bearded dragon has a swollen leg and one of its muscles is twitching, it could 

the vivarium in order to make vitamin D in the skin, which helps the storage and use 
of calcium in the body. Also, it should not be given spinach because this stops calcium 
being absorbed within the body.  

 
Diurnal - an animal which is active during the day.
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