1 A massive sheet of ice covers 99 per cent of Antarctica. In places,

this gigantic ice slice is a staggering 5 km thick. And it's so heavy, the
land's sunk beneath its weight.

F’; l'\‘*‘um 2 Every year, thousands of icebergs break away from slippery ice

l" |\‘l'k' sheets and glaciers and float out to sea. Baby bergs are about as big as

"! l‘.‘ s pianos. The biggest berg ever seen was the size of Belgium! By the way,
e 7 T icebergs make brilliant penguin diving boards.

3 Two-thirds of an iceberg lies underwater, which makes it hard for
ships to spot. In 1912, the luxury liner, RMS Titanic, hit a berg in the
North Atlantic and sunk with the loss of 1,490 lives.

4 p bit further north, the freezing Arctic Ocean is covered in ice almost
all year round. This sea ice is about 5 metres thick.

dln places, the Arctic sea ice breaks into bits that drift on the wind and
ocean currents. These pieces make perfect perches for polar bears, as
vl | | they float out to sea in search of seals.
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2 The poles are so bitterly cold because the
P Earth’s surface is curvy. How on Earth does this
rve cause the Earth to catch cold? Wha
happens is this. M&i’r’ Earth’s curve,
the Sun’s rays hit t e po es at a wide 1232—
;llhl_ey.’.g_e_mgg"f@Lo_ug{(z\Jqﬁ wide area, which
makes them woefully weak. What's more,
the roving rays have to take a longer route @ { YOU MIGHT BUMP INTO A POLAR BEAR =
through the Earth’s atmosphere. On the way, & T AT THE HORTH POLE BUT YOU WONT FIND
thdjf-.lose'hcapg of heat. The ice at the poles also [ -

: ANY PENGUINS. WE ONLY HANG OUT
helps them keep their cool. Light colours reflect ) g e i 0 e S b o : AROUND THE SOUTH POLE.
‘heat away while dark colours soak it up. Y hR T 'l Earth-shattering fact -
h Pole, only : i So. most of the sunlight that reaches the v Syrictly speaking, icy Antarctica counts as
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poles is reflected straight back into 5 V\'l « desert. Even though 1ts 30 cold. Wit
frozen ocean. R ; X

N ! space by the whilte ice. N peasly 30 mm of ram a year it's as dry as

ca's ac.tua\\\] a colossal ! " @ . : a load of old bones.

dcoﬂtlﬂent' M ~ e . — — ‘l-------_
B

‘the

I'- i:l:_[:ill(q’\li "

it
Theye's NO land at the No

Antarcti
ice— COVeI e

P ettt




