Wangarl Maathai (1940-2011)

Wo,ngo,ri Muta Maathai was o Kengan environmenlalist and Polihcian who received the
Nobel Peace Prize in 2004 por her work on the Green Bell Movement. She was the Firsk
black A[;riccm woman o win a Nobel Prize. Her comPo,ssion por the Planek and ils
inhabitanls, Parknered with her delerminalion and Forhkude, empowered a generahon of

women tO SOW H’le seeds OF change.

Eo,rlg Li[ge

Wo,ngo,rl Maalhai was born in NHerl, KenHa in [940. She lived on a parm with her
Parenks and sibl’mgs. Whilst her Fakher worked, Wangari‘s mother locked a[;ker the home
— a role thal was expecked of woman who were nol seen as equals bo their husbands.
Mang men viewed their wives as their Properk&j and women were somelimes lrealed
bacﬂg bg their own husbands. Wo,ngo,ri helped her mother collect waler and Firewood
and she also helped Plank and grow crops lo Feed their Familg. Alkhough girls were not
encouroged lo qo lo school, Wo,ngo,ri was excephona”g clever and her brother

Persuaclecl her Parenfs bo lek their sister altend school when she was 8 years old.
Education

With the suPPort of her Familg, Wcmgo,ri altended the local PrimarH school where her
brothers were also students. Despite being a girl, Wo,ngo,rl excelled in her classes and
moved lo a boarcl’mg school where she learned to sPea|< English. She Finished kop of
her class and was honoured to altend an a”—girl hlgh school. In 1960 Wangari was
one of onlg 300 KenHan studenls to be grantecl a scholarship lo universil’g in America.
Wo,ngo,ri studied biologg in Kansas where she comP[eked her degree and then wenl on
lo earn a masler's degree in biologg al the Universikg of Pi%sburgh in [966. Whilst in
America, Wo,ngo,ri observed her classmales and realised how outspoken H’»eg were, Hleg
spoke ou,t against Hw air Po”uhon in H‘Le citH. She leo,rned H’»d People, even women,
have the right o sPea|< por what H‘tQH believe in. When Wango,rl relurned to KenHa she
conlinued lo altend universlhj in Nairobi and in |97 became the First woman in cenlbral

o,ncl east AFFiCO, tO earn a dOCtOf‘GtC degree.



The Green Bell Movement

Upon returnmg o Kenga, Wongari became aware of the clevaskahng changes that had
occurred since being away in America. Farmers were lold lo grow crops lo sell to other
countries, such as tea and copfee. In order fo accommodale the demands, large areas
of Foresks were cut down to make room. UnForkunakel\Lj, this caused devastalion to local
Families. Women were unable to colleck Firewood, unable to grow Foocl and unable lo use
waler because of the Po”uked streams. Wo,ngari, 'm[;lu,enced bg her classmales in
America, decided to do someHl’mg aboul it. She wanled to reForesk her home and
suPPort woman in her vi“age. In |q77 WLH’» Hw suPPork o[; Hw No,hono,l Council o[;
Woman, Wo,ngo,ri started the Green Bell Movemenl, an organisahon which gave woman

mOﬂ@H FOF Planhng krees.

Wo,ngo,rl‘s :[mlpo,ck

In 1989, Wongari learned that Uhuru Park was to be deskroged lo made room por
9overnment o[;[;ices. Wcmgo,ri, determmed ko |<eeP H‘Le Po,r|< green, dtd o,u she cou,ld ko
stop them from destroamg the Po,r|<. With suPPort prom the Green Bell Movemenl, she
made Pehhons, held Protests and asked other counlries lo help. Bul the government
would not listen, the President O,Hemptecl o stop the Green Bell Movement and made
pun of the woman, te”mg them lo be quiet and respeck men. In 1992, when the Po,r|<
was due fo be deskroged, Wo,ngo,ri stood in the Park's corner cor three dags bo skop the
brees from being cul down and draw altention to the Fack that other Prokestors were
wrong[;uug imPrisoned. The Police beal her so bacﬂg that she was taken to hospital.
People all over the world were horri[;ied bg whal had haPPened and rallied fo suPPort
Wo,ngarl. As a result, the Po,r|< was not destroaed and the governmenk Offices were builk
elsewhere. Thanks fo Wo,ngo,rl you can still enjoy Uhuru Park and stand in Freedom

COI"HQF, Hw PlGC@ she SkOOd/ tO StOP Hw dQSh‘U«ChOH.

Wo,nqo,ri,s Leqo,cu
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A”hough PowerFul men in governmenk ridiculed the woman and their eFForks, the Green

Belt Movement Planked over 30 million trees. Acldihona”g, 30 thousand women were



emPowered lo learn skills, earn money and consequenHH improve their lives. Women
were to,l(mg control of their lives and the environment was improving. Desplke her
con[;licks WLH’» Hw Presidenk, Wcmgo,ri had a huge imPack in Po[ihcs during her li[:ehme
and infroduced Policies which ensured the Protechon of the environment and beller
Ireatment por women. In 2004, thanks to her incredible, courageous work o Prevent
de[;oresko,hon, Wcmgo,ri Moa“‘»ai was o,wo,rded H‘Le Nobel Peo,ce Prize. She was Hw First
black A[:rican woman lo ever win this Preshgious award. Wangari died in 2011 but her
legacg lives on leou,gh the work thal the Green Bell Movemenl slill do across AFrico,
and can be observed in the independenk woman of KenHa who know how lo take control

of their own [;uiu,re.



